Landmark vote by the European Parliament
BINDING RECYCLED CONTENT TARGET FOR PLASTICS IN BEVERAGE
BOTTLES VOTED BY THE EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT
Brussels, 25.10.2018
The European Parliament in plenary meeting approved in a landmark vote on 24 October 2018 a
target of 35% of mandatory recycled plastic by 2025 in beverage bottles. This binding target is
part of the report led by Ms. Frederique RIES, Rapporteur for the ENVI Committee of the European
Parliament (ALDE, BE), which amends the Single Use Plastics (SUP) Directive proposed by the
European Commission.
EuRIC strongly welcomes this landmark vote, which will boost the demand for recycled plastic in
single use plastics. “The target of 35% recycled content in beverage bottles by 2025 sends a strong
market signal that will steer the demand for recycled plastics, rewarding its substantial
environmental benefits in terms of CO2 and energy savings, which market prices have consistently
failed to acknowledge”, said Emmanuel Katrakis, EuRIC Secretary General. It will have a positive
knock-on effect on improving and increasing the collection rate of these SUP and is hence vital in
achieving the 90% collection target set by the Proposal. In addition, keeping plastics in the loop
will contribute to the reduction of marine litter.
EuRIC strongly hopes that the level of ambition set by the European Parliament will be endorsed
during the negotiations between the European Parliament and the Council.
EuRIC – The European Recycling Industries’ Confederation – is the umbrella organisation for recycling
industries. Through its Member Federations from 20 EU & EFTA countries, EuRIC represents across
Europe over:
 5,500+ companies generating an aggregated annual turnover of about 95 billion €, including
large companies & SMEs, involved in the recycling of various resource streams;
 300,000 local jobs which cannot be outsourced;
 Million tons of waste recycled per year (metals, paper, plastics, glass and beyond).
Recyclers play a key role in a circular economy. By turning wastes into resources, recycling is the link
which reintroduces recycled materials into the value chains again and again.
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